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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Assistant Commissioner For Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed on July 1 7, 2001 , 
the applicants elect Species I, claims 1-55. However, the applicants respectfully 
traverse the restriction requirement, for the reasons set forth below. 
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"AB" claims an element "B" having the same scope as in the subcombination claim 
("Bsp" in both cases), restriction is not proper. Thus, referring to the hypothetical 
above, if the combination recited a car with radial tires, and the subcombination 
claims were directed to radial tires, restriction would not be proper. 

In the present case, claim 1 represents the subcombination element, 
Bsp. Claim 56 claims the combination of "Bsp" plus a device ("A") holding the 
element "Bsp". Thus, claim 1 is directed to the subcombination "Bsp" and claim 56 is 
directed to the combination "ABsp." 

As indicated in M.P.E.P. § 806.05(c), because the subcombination 
element "Bsp" is the same in both claims 1 and 56, restriction is improper. For such 
reasons, the applicants respectfully request favorable reconsideration of the restric- 
tion requirement, as well as favorable consideration of the application. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Robert B. Smith 
PTO Registration No. 28,538 
Attorney for applicant(s) 
(212) 735-3020 

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 

Four Times Square 

New York, NY 20036-6522 
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